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to ſay ſomething about our new 

Prophets, but ſo many thirigs of 
Moment intervening, and the Time of 
the Diſcovery of their Deluſions* ap- 
proaching, 1 have purpoſely omitted ut; 
1 haye been prompted to jeſt with them, 
and beſtow fome Satyr upon them, bur 
really the miſerable beth rather move 
Compaſſion, and the ſtrong Deluſion, 
which it ſeems they are given up to, is 
ſo vifible a Token of the Judgments 
of Gagl upon them, that I cannot rhink 
they are the Subject of Satyr, bur rather 
of moſt ſerious Piry and Comnyileration, 
and we ought rather to pray. for them, 
that God would reſtore their Judgments, 


]: is fome time ago that I promis'd 


Thurſday, June 10, 


and put a Stopto the ſpreading of ſuch 
Impoſtures in the World. X 

-: A great many _ of Learning and 
Judgment have ſpoke to their Opinions; 
{homely as well as ney Crete 
into, and as ſome think, anſwer'd their 
Pretences to Inſpiration; and I ſhall not . 
enter into that' Diſpute, 1 ſhall not at-- 
tempt to prove, that all Sorts of Inſpi- 

ration is ceas'd, that the Prophetick Spi- 
rit 1s entirely with-drawn, or that God 
will no more ſpeak by the Mouths of 
Prophets as of Old; thefe things have - 
been already ftated by the Reverend Dr. 
Blackall, Mr. C allamy, and others, after - 
whom 1 pretend to more Modeſty than. 
ro mention the Cale. But 
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- Bur I cannot paſs the Manner and 
Management of theſe People without 
ſome Remarks, which I ſhall do with 


. Decency to the People themſelves, and 


with | hope as much Seriouſneſs as the 
Caſe it ſelf calls for — That their Injpi- 
rations are immediately from the Spirit, 
is not the Caſe; to ſay they are, is very 
afluming ; to ſay they are nor, is a for- 
midable Negative; and to ſay ſo on ei- 
ther hand, and no more, is forming no 
Argument : But ſhall I offer at a Scru- 
ple about the Manner; the Extafies, 
the Agitations, Diſtortions, Convulſt- 
-ons, andother Extravagancies in which 
their Prophectes, as they call them, 
are utter d, _,and which they alledge, 
are the Efte&ts of the Operation or 
AQtings of the Divine Spirit. 
This ſeems to me, I ſay, ſeems ro me, 
for T impoſe upon no Mans Fudement, to 
be different and ſomething oppoſite to 
the conſtant Method of the Spirit of 
God in all the Apes of the World, 
when his Spirit did plainly mnfpire his 
Servants ; the Prophers and Apoltles, 
who we allow to be Divinely Inſpired, 
their Prophecies were deiiver'd with all 
'the Steadineſs of Mind, the awful Gra» 
vity of Behaviour, the Energy and Eeau- 
ty of Argument, the Force of Lane 


'J UAge, 40 Calmneſs and Sedateneſs of 


Temper. 1 cannor read of any thing 
like Extaſhe or Agitation in the whole 
Word. of God ; the Prophets El/jjah and 
Eliſha ſpake in the olaineſt Manner, 
conversd with the common Freedom ; 


the Prophet: I/ainh, Feremiah, Ezekie!- 


and. D:nizl deiiver'd rheir Prophecies 
with Gravity and Fervour of Reaion- 
ing, ful! of Argament, bur full cf Tem: 
per, and by vrrength of Words expref- 
{ing whar was to come to pals, . and 
their Vifhuns are delcribed asVitans, rhe 
Event of which was left for Time to 
make curt— Ir 1s aliedg'd, that Balaam 
ayas in an Agiation; it 15 true that the 


*. 
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Spi it of God over-ruled Balaam's De” 


-f4ign, but he was no more in'an Agita- 


tion, ſuch as we now ſpeak of, than 
his Aſs was, when God open'd his Eyes, 
and ſhut thoſe of his Maſters 3 nor is 
the Matter of Balaam's Agitation any 
more than a Suppolition. | 

. Why then ſhould the Spirit of God 
be ſuppoſed to uſe a different Method in 
the diſpenſing the Prophetick Gift now, 
from his uſual Manner in all Ages? A- 


gain, it is true, thar tho? the Spirit of 


God has not, yet the Devil has on vari- 
ous Occaſions made uſe of this very 'Me- 
thod in uttering his Deluſgons, and put- 
ting forwards his Impoſtures in the 
World, as in the Extaſies of the Prieſts of 
Baal cutting themſelves with Knives, Ec. 
I Kings 18. 28. and in the ,Frieſts of 
the Heathen in their Sacrifices, many of 
which among the Americans are t& be 
found uſing Diſtortions and Extaſjes to 
this Day, in their Pawawings, Sacri- 
fzings to the Devil, Conjurations, &c. 
and the Impoſtures and Exorciſms'in 
the Story of the Devil of Loudon, and 
the Devil of Maſcon, and ſeveral others, 
the Accounts of whica are excant amang 
us and yery familiar. | 
Now that the Devil may' on. all Oc- 
caſions have mimick'd the Spirit of God, 


it may be ſuppos'd ; bur that the Spirit 


of God ſhould imitate the Devils Me- 
thod, in order to work on the Minds of 
the People, is blajpbemous to imagine. 

I do notſay that this is an Argument 
to prove, that theſe Inſpirations, as 
they call them, are noter canaot be from 
the Spiris-of God ; but I d3 think, I may 
be allow'd to ofter tiis as a reaftnable 
Suſpicion, and there I Icave it, 

Again. Nor ſhail 1 argue from the 
Diuappointment they have now receiv'd 
in the Cate of raiſing a Man from the 
Dead, that therefore they are no true 
Frophets— Sir Richard Buckley having 

prepared 
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repared the World for it, by telling flators, and whether ir be a proper 
them, © That it is not Effential to a T«rm, or only a Paraphraſe on the 
&« true Prophet, that what he propheſfies Thing, really hgnifying only a preteqd. 
* ſhould come to paſs; but 1 cravetheir ed Prophet, or an Impoſtor and Decei- 
Leave ro make ſome ſhort Obſervations ver ; fince not to prophelie true is not 
upon this Part of the Martter. to propheſie at all, 

To Sir Richard Buckley's new Theſis, If this be juſt, rhen Sir Richard is con- 
Ifay; 1. Tho? ir may not be Efſential futed of courſe, for that no Man can be 
to a true Prophet, rhat_all which he a Prophet, but he which does prophe- 
propheſies ſhould come to paſs, yet it is fie what is true; and. the Story of N:- 
a ſcurvy Token to judge afalle Prophet neveh will not hold agaioſt this, for 'tis 
by, when nothing he ever fays comes to plain, Fonah's Prophecy was a Preaching 
paſs ; perhaps it may be faid of this or to Nineveh to awaken them with God's 
that Prepher, that we do not read, that Judgments which were to fall on them 
all he faid came to pals; but it will be unleſs they repented, and the Conſe- 
hard to name us a Prophet in the Scrip- quence proved it ; nor did the Repen- 
ture, of whom it can be ſaid, that no- tance do any thing more than adjourn 
thing he ſaid cver canie to pals; and I the Judgment, for that Nizeveh was af- 
doubt this may too juſtly be faid ro be terwardsdeſtroy'd ; beſides Fon«b's Pro- 
the Character of our Prophets, and that phecy was to be taken in the Sence of 
without entring into Particulars. God's ordinary Courſe, in which God 

2. The End of Prophecy is foretell- fays expreſly what Time, viz. Forty 
tag ſomething which is tocome; the Days, Jon. 3, 4. pe 
very Meaning of the Word, as well as HI ſhall ia my next enter a lictle upon 
the Meaning of the Office, is to predia, the SubjeS of raifing this Dead Man, in 
ſignifying to ſpeak of ſomething before myDebate of which it may be neceſſary 
it is ; he that ſpeaks of whatis not, nor to enquire, who he was, what they 
ever ſhall be, ſpeaks noting atall, and propoſed in railing him, and what the 
is not a falſe Prophet, nor a #rue, for he EffeCt of this Diſappointment may pro- 


is no Prophet at all—And therefore the 
Scripture calls a falſe Prophet a Decei- 
ver, and uies thefame Word for them 
both ; ' and I crave Leave to query of 
the Learned, whether the Term falſe 
Prophet be not an Error in the Tran- 


bably be; and ſo diſmiſs this melanchol- 
ly Subje&t, and commir the unha 
People to the Spirit of God to illumi- 
nate their deluded Minds, and fave them 
from the Miſts and Clouds they now 
wander in. 


MriSCELLANEA. 


N D now for a Battle in Flan- 

ders, 1iysthe News; and we are 

vert fond of ourAccounts from Flanders, 

In *xpe&tation they ſhall bring us an- 

other Ramelie; ; and what ſays this dull 

Fellow the Review *o it, fay the Mer: 

curial Sons of Athens, that are every 

Day for News and Vendersliks, as the 
Dutch call It ? 


"Why truly, Gentlemen, the Review 
asks you firſt a plain, homely, honeſt 
Queſtion, Have you given God Thanks 
for the laſt Vidtory he ſent you? And 
if you have not, he wond rs at your 
F AC, E, 4. C. in P*4- En: if, how 
you can have th& l:ap.udeace to expect 
another ! : 

And 


